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Connect

Inspire

Global companies, experienced faculty, future leaders

Be different, make an impact, define your future 

Potential, opportunities, cultures, adventures

Discover

In our campus without walls, 
connect with the world’s most 
networked city, discover your 
potential and create stories to 
inspire future generations. 
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Welcome to NCI

The NCI School of Business is committed to producing 

graduates that are destined to have a meaningful impact in 

their current and future environments. Our Dublin city centre 

campus delivers top-quality opportunities with an international 

focus, providing students with links to global businesses based 

in the heart of Europe’s fastest growing economy. 

Dr Colette Darcy, Dean – School of Business

Our city campus, shared with some of the world’s biggest  

and fastest growing companies, provides students with  

unique opportunities to make connections, be inspired by  

their surroundings and develop academically, professionally 

and personally.

Gina Quin, President
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1. Our award winning career services ensure  
that 96% of our graduates are in employment.

2. As a leading specialist college, we focus 
exclusively on courses to meet the current and 
future workforce demand of the world’s best 
companies.

3. Our ‘campus without walls’ gives students a 
unique opportunity to develop their networks 
with potential employers and future colleagues.

4. We focus on delivering a world leading level 
of student support for all international students, 
from application through to graduation. 

5. Each of our courses focuses on the practical 
application of knowledge and theory. 

6. A holistic approach to education, personal 
development and time for relaxation allows 
students opportunities to grow and enhanced 
personal development. 

7. NCI graduates can avail of a post study graduate 
work visa of up to two years. 

The NCI Experience

Established in 1951, NCI has always had a sole focus on providing 
skilled leaders to meet the current and future demands of our industry 
partners. Today, in our campus without walls, NCI students have unique 
opportunities to study nearby, meet with and work for some of the 
world’s biggest and best companies. 

Reasons to choose NCI
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5,800  
students

900 international 
students

8 Academic 
Hubs – Finance, 
Human Resource 
Management, 
International Business, 
Entrepreneurship, 
Cyber Security, 
Data Sciences, 
Cloud Computing, 
Psychology

73 nationalities 
represented 
in student 
population

Over 250 
student events 
each year

500 companies 
on campus each 
year
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Excellence in teaching

NCI is a Government funded institute, with a 

strong focus on delivering an outstanding learning 

environment, personal development opportunities, 

and unrivalled links with business and the public 

sector. 

At NCI, we continuously focus on improving our 

learning experience. In a rapidly changing world, 

we seek to develop courses that offer the very 

latest expertise and views. Your course will be 

delivered by a passionate team of academics 

who bring together an exciting blend of academic 

research and real world industry experience. 

Academic Hubs

Whether it is Accounting & Finance, Human 

Resources, International Business or Psychology, 

our Academic Hubs allows us to produce 

graduates of the highest order. NCI shares its 

campus with some of the world’s biggest and 

fastest growing companies. In order to be able to 

fulfil their workforce requirements, our focus is on a 

number of specialist areas.  

Small class sizes

NCI’s campus offers an intimate learning 

environment, where small classes are the norm and 

our lecturers are easily accessible for advice and 

guidance. Even on our Masters courses, you will 

find classes rarely exceed 50 students. 

An international approach 

We continue to be one of the fastest growing and 

most popular colleges in Ireland for international 

students. Because of this, we have worked 

tirelessly to ensure that the college maintains a 

strong global perspective. 

We operate on a global scale in everything we 

do – from university collaborations to international 

faculty, from international modules within our 

courses to our international reputation. 

Prepared for industry

Our courses are driven by the very latest 

developments in industry to give you a genuine 

insight into the real-world application of your 

subject. You’ll graduate with relevant skills and 

knowledge and, for many of our courses, a 

qualification that’s recognised by professional 

organisations.

Research excellence

As 80% of our academic staff have PhD’s, NCI 

strives to produce research and results of 

international significance. This means that you are 

part of a community where knowledge is being 

created, as opposed to being reviewed. 

Courses developed with 
industry to meet their current 
and future staffing needs

A Global Education
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Abdulgaffar Adeoye 
MSc in Finance 

Nigeria

When researching 
NCI, I could see it 
was surrounded by 
all of the international 
companies that I 
wanted to work in 
after I graduated. Just 
last week, there were 
100s of companies 
on campus during the 
career fair. 
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Yue Luo 
BA (Hons) in Accounting & Finance 
China

The reason I chose  
Dublin was the better 
education system, the 
affordable tuition fees,  
the very friendly people, 
the incredible culture  
and the scenery.  
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International support

We understand better than most that moving to 

a new country, where you might have no family 

or friends, can be daunting. We have developed 

a range of supports, specifically for international 

students, which assist you in every step of your 

journey. From airport collections to a welcome 

course, you will find that you always have a helping 

hand in whatever you need. Read more about our 

international student support on page 28.

Opportunities to grow

International education is not all about studying. 

It is also a time to make lifelong friends, take 

advantage of unique opportunities and develop a 

new perspective on the world. In our annual survey, 

90% of NCI’s international students viewed their 

experience here as positive. 

Our commitment to excellence extends to our 

societies and sports clubs, not to mention our 

International Office’s Peer Mentors who arrange 

weekly events, activities and weekends away. 

Industry connections

Our unique city centre campus is home to some 

of the world’s best companies, including PWC, 

Facebook, JP Morgan and Citibank. You will study 

in an environment that provides you with access 

to potential employers, future colleagues, courses 

designed with leading companies and many 

faculty with real world business experience.

Graduate prospects

Many employers visit NCI’s campus and major 

recruitment and information fairs are held here, 

ensuring that our students are fully aware of 

opportunities for internships and graduate 

employment. Page 30 of this prospectus will  

give you more detail on our award winning  

careers support. 

Central location

Being in the heart of Dublin, the gateway to Europe, 

ensures that NCI is located in a thriving and 

inspiring environment, minutes away from busy 

business districts, stunning river views and vibrant 

entertainment and shopping quarters. 

Discover who you are and 
reach your full potential 

A World Class Experience

Choosing to study overseas can be an overwhelming prospect. Selecting a college 
that can provide you with the best academic levels, a stimulating environment and 
support to ensure you reach your potential is very important. At NCI, we take pride in 
offering these, and much more, to every international student.

13
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Area 
84,421 km2 

Population 
0.5m Dublin City, 4.8m Ireland

Official languages 
English and Irish

Currency 
Euro

GDP 
US$90.1 billion

Economy 
Major industries include technology, 
banking, financial services, retail, tourism, 
media and food and drink

Climate 
Season  Months Climate

Spring Feb to Apr  Mild

Summer May to Jul Warm

Autumn Aug to Oct Cool

Winter Nov to Jan Cold

Flight duration to Dublin 
Flight hours

For more information on Ireland, visit:  
www.discoverireland.ie 

Fast facts

1.5
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10.5

10.5

13.5

22

London

Paris

New York

Lagos

Dubai

Delhi

Los Angeles

Beijing

Kuala Lumpur

Melbourne

Discover Ireland
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The gateway to Europe

As Ireland’s capital city, Dublin benefits from 

exceptional infrastructure. It is serviced by 

an impressive road network, several ports, 

Dublin International Airport and integrated 

City Centre and suburban public transport 

systems. Dublin also benefits from extensive and 

robust telecommunications infrastructure and 

connectivity.

A vibrant capital

Dublin city is home to over half a million people 

and is a lively, contemporary capital city brimming 

with style and personality. But when people need 

a break from the hustle and bustle of city life, the 

tranquillity of the countryside is less than an hour’s 

drive away. Dublin also offers numerous beaches, 

golf courses and an abundance of sporting and 

healthy lifestyle activities all within easy reach of 

the centre.

The friendly locals

Dublin is famous for the friendliness of its people, 

and we’re proud to say that you’ll have no problem 

making friends in Dublin. We love a chat, we’ll 

always do what we can to help, and we’ve even 

been known to be ‘up for the craic’ every now and 

then!

A great home

Dublin is a safe and relaxed place to live. In the Y&R 

Best Countries Rankings 2018, Dublin was ranked 

15th in the world rankings for quality of life.  

Culturally diverse

Dubliners hail from over 156 different countries, 

creating a wonderful mix of cultures and influences. 

One in five Dubliners were born overseas!

Thriving industry

The city boasts one of the fastest growing 

economies in Europe and a low unemployment 

rate, with a broad base of thriving industries, 

including financial services, insurance, 

consultancy, information and communications 

technology, pharmaceuticals, health, tourism and 

the arts. 

Dublin is 
ranked number 
one in the UK & 
Ireland for best 
city to live

Why you will love Dublin
With all the advantages of a bustling capital city but few of the stresses, Dublin offers 
an enviable lifestyle in an environment that is ideal for study, rest and work.

Mercer Quality of Live Survey 2018
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Dublin has a vibrant and energetic 
city center and is renowned for its 
food, music and sporting events. 
With great shopping, a fantastic 
food culture, a rich history and 
friendly residents, Dublin offers  
a relaxed lifestyle for visitors and 
new residents alike.

Shopping

Dublin boasts a range of shopping 

experiences comparable to anywhere in 

Europe. 

Live centrally

Students at NCI have the opportunity to live 

in the heart of the city.

Food culture

Dublin is one of Europe’s most diverse 

gastronomic cities.

Get busy living

Dublin offers a pick of indoor and outdoor 

activities that international students can 

discover and enjoy. 

Easy to get around

Dublin is a busy and vibrant city, but unlike 

some larger cities getting around is quick 

and easy, thanks to a range of transport 

services.

For more information on Dublin, visit:  

www.visitdublin.com 

Vibrant city  
living

Lonely Planet 
name Dublin 
in its top 10 
cities in the 
world to visit
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Two vibrant 
business districts, 
connected by 
NCI’s city centre 
campus

Silicon Docks
Silicon Docks is the name given to  
the Grand Canal area, just five minutes 
walk from NCI’s campus. This area 
is now home to some of the world’s 
biggest and newest tech companies 
and their 40,000 staff.

Companies include: 
Accenture, Airbnb, Amazon.com, 
Dropbox, Facebook, Google, 
Groupon, Indeed, Linkedin, 
Squarespace, TripAdvisor and 
SurveyMonkey
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IFSC
The International Financial Services 

Centre (IFSC) is one of the most 
important business districts in Europe. 

With over 500 firms in the area,  
this area has 38,000 staff. This figure  

is expected to increase as a  
result of Brexit. 

Companies include: 
AIG, BNP Paribas, Citibank,  

Credit Suisse, Central Bank of Ireland, 
HSBC, HubSpot, J.P. Morgan, KPMG, 

PWC, State Street and Twitter.
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Campus

World class location

The campus itself is based in the International Financial 
Services Centre (IFSC), which is home to global companies  
like JP Morgan, Citi, KPMG and PWC. 

Just five minutes’ walk from the college is an area called Silicon 
Docks, which is Dublin’s tech hub. Here you will find companies 
such as Facebook, Twitter and Google.

National College of Ireland is located in a state-of-the-art, city 
centre campus in the heart of Dublin’s thriving business districts. 
We do not believe that a campus should be defined by a 
geographic boundary. It is important to us that our students enjoy 
the atmosphere and culture of the local amenities. Our courses 
have all been developed, with industry, to meet the current and 
future workforce requirements of the many companies that we 
share this area with. 

22
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NCI’s Students Union is the representative body for 

all students, both domestic and international, within 

the college. All students are actively encouraged 

to become involved in the Students’ Union so that 

they can directly influence life on campus and 

organise events.

The Students’ Union provide support to NCI 

students and organise extra-curricular activities 

and events for students to pursue. Providing further 

support are the network of class representatives 

who liaise with the Students’ Union and the Student 

Development Officer on student issues of both an 

academic and social nature.

To ensure you get the most out of college life, we 

encourage you to discover and explore existing 

opportunities and develop new interests by getting 

involved in events such as Freshers’ Week, Fashion 

Show, Got Talent Competitions, Sports Day and the 

Awards Ball. 

The Student Union offices are located in the 

basement and the adjoining area is the central hub 

for students that want to relax. There is an Xbox, Wii 

console, table tennis table, TV and pool tables for 

students to use while they take a break from their 

studies. 

Societies

There are lots of great Clubs & Societies to get 

involved with on campus. Whether you are a sports 

enthusiast, enjoy being part of team, share a special 

interest or enjoy being engaged in the community 

there is bound to be an opportunity for all students 

to participate. Also, if a club or society doesn’t 

already exist you can set one up!

Some of NCI’s Clubs & Societies include: 

Clubs

> Badminton 

> Basketball 

> Chess 

> Gaelic Football 

> Golf 

> Hockey 

> Hurling 

> Karting 

> Pool and Snooker 

> Soccer 

> Table Tennis 

> Tennis 

> Ultimate Frisbee

> Rugby

> Cricket 

Societies

> Art

> Business 

> Christian Union 

> Comedy 

> Computing 

> Dance 

> Darts 

> Fantasy Football 

> Fashion 

> Music

> Peer Mentor 

> Reachout 

> Wargames 

> Xbox

Student Life
With a huge choice of societies, sports activities, volunteering and social events,  
your days as an NCI student will have an impact on you today, tomorrow and for  
the rest of your life. 
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To help you make the most of your 
time with us, we’re here to support 
you from the time you arrive to when 
you graduate. We offer a full range of 
support services, so you can focus on 
your studies and enjoy all that Dublin 
has to offer.

Academic support

The Learning Support Service is centred around 

some core areas such as academic writing, 

reading, maths support, researching, studying, 

note-taking, exam revision and in general, a focus 

on aiding a student in all manners of academic 

advancement. 

The service provides support in the form of a 

Getting to Grips - Our Academic Support Services 

programme. 

School support

Each School in NCI has a wide range of support 

available to help you during your programme. 

Whether you are studying marketing and need help 

with an assignment or studying computing and are 

struggling with programming, there will always be 

help on hand to ensure you have the best chance 

of meeting your potential.

IT support

The NCI IT Department have responsibility for 

the provision of Information Communication 

Technology (ICT) infrastructure and services 

to meet the needs of the Colleges diverse user 

population.  The IT Department are responsible for 

ensuring that all systems and related technology 

are available and operating in an efficient and 

secure manner and provide a number of services, 

including;

> Dedicated IT Services Account to access 

services

> Access to Student PCs in a number of dedicated 

rooms

> Printers & Multifunctional Photocopiers

Student Support
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> Extensive WIFI network 

> Moodle (Virtual Learning Environment)

> Course Specific Software and Applications

> Office 365 Student Email account

> Dedicated IT Support Desk Service

> Online Services:

• Student Portal

• File Storage

• NCI360 – Student Services Gateway

• Online Resource Databases

Counselling services

College life can sometimes be stressful. The 

reasons for this can range from a heavy workload 

and imminent deadlines, to difficulties of a personal 

nature. The Counselling Service provides an 

opportunity to discuss any difficulties you may 

be experiencing with a qualified person. The 

counsellor will help by listening without judgement, 

offering new perspectives and working with you 

on strategies that are right for you. NCI offers a 

free counselling service to registered International 

students.

Health service

The student health service at NCI provides a 

subsidised medical service to all full-time registered 

students to take care of the physical, psychological 

and social aspects of student health. Students are 

charged €10 per appointment and the balance is 

paid by the college. 

Disability support

NCI believes the most important first step is to 

make sure that you can access supports in an 

open relaxed, friendly and confidential way. The 

college is committed to providing equal access 

to education and equal opportunities for students 

with disabilities. NCI encourages students to be 

open about their disability and to discuss their 

individual needs with the Disability Officer. It is very 

important that students disclose a disability early 

in the academic year to ensure that necessary 

supports are provided. By delaying disclosure of a 

disability, students may be missing out on essential 

supports which can help with everything from 

participation in lectures right through to sitting 

exams.
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International standards

Although we are committed to producing 

graduates that are ready to join an international 

workforce, we are also firmly rooted in providing a 

distinctive European education. The Irish education 

system is known for its innovative teaching and 

assessment methods, that encourage independent 

and creative thinking. The Irish quality standards in 

education are among the highest in the world.

Before you start your course

Members of our International Office and academic 

staff regularly visit different countries to meet 

prospective students, their families and our alumni. 

We work closely with a worldwide network of agent 

representatives, all of whom can give you advice 

on studying in Ireland and at NCI. 

For information on your country, including entry 

requirements, contact details, a list of your country 

agent representatives and visits to your country, 

please see www.ncirl.ie/international

Webinars

We run a number of online webinars specifically 

aimed at International students. These are fantastic 

opportunities to learn more about NCI, our courses, 

the services we offer and to answer any questions 

you have about your offer. Details can be found on 

our website.

International sponsors

NCI prides itself on the support provided to 

international sponsors and their students, ensuring 

that both receive the highest level of service 

possible through a dedicated contact. As part of 

this service, regular progress reports are collated 

and supplied to sponsors, where authorisation has 

been provided by the student.

Visa and immigration

If you require a visa to study in Ireland, the 

International Office strongly recommend that 

you discuss your visa application with one of our 

network of specialist, local agent representatives. 

We provide ongoing support to students once they 

are in Ireland as to how best to adhere to their visa 

requirements and maximise the opportunities that 

the Irish student visa allows. To find out if you need 

a visa to study in Ireland please go to www.inis.gov.

ie/en/INIS/Pages/check-irish-visa   

When you arrive in Dublin

Our International Office arranges free airport 
collections for all students arriving in Dublin for 
the first time. Your driver will give you a welcome 
pack with important information you need to know 
for your first few days, along with details of your 
personalised meeting schedule with NCI. 

International  
Student Support
Our support services are world-class, including our International Office, which is 
dedicated to the needs of our international students. The International Office will 
ensure you have all the information you need to arrive, live and study at NCI.  
You will find information about the support we offer at www.ncirl.ie/international 
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Welcome course

For new international students joining NCI 
in September or January of each year, the 
International Office offers a free International 
Welcome Course. This course covers a wide  
range of essential topics that ensure students  
get off to the very best start for the year ahead.

Celebrations and excursions

In partnership with the International Society, the 
International Office organises a number of visits 
around Dublin and Ireland for International students. 
These trips can be an excellent way to meet new 
friends, experience a different part of life 
in Dublin and take a break from your 
studies. We also arrange a number 
of international celebrations 
each year, highlighting 
festivals such as Holi, Chinese 
New Year and Africa Day. 

Support services

In addition to the support 
services available to all 
students, as outlined in 
the previous section, the 
International Office provides  
a confidential advisory service 
for international students.  
We can offer advice, or 
introduce you to the best 
person to talk to, on a 
range of issues including 
immigration, employment 
and financial matters, as well 
as academic and personal 
issues.
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> In the last 12 months we have hosted Dell, AOL, 

IBM, Enterprise Rent a Car, Hedgeserv, Linkedin, 

Oracle, SQS, Guidewire, Lidl, Citi, Bank of Ireland, 

Groupon, Mobile Travel Technology, Fiercefun, 

Workday and many more on campus. 

> We assist in organising Ireland’s largest Graduate 

Careers Fair - the gradireland Graduate Careers 

Fair in collaboration with 9 other Colleges 

and Universities. In 2015 over 100 employers 

attended this event.

> We host an on campus “Just in Time” Careers 

Fair with circa 25 companies in attendance.

> We regularly host “Spotlight on Industry” events 

where a number of companies from the same 

sector come on campus for one afternoon, deliver 

presentations and network with students. An 

example is the Spotlight on IT event which was 

attended by Mobile Travel Technology, SQS, 

Guidewire, AOL, FierceFun and Groupon.

> We host a number of panel and speaker 

presentations covering various topics relevant to 

today’s marketplace and student interests.

> We also arrange industry specific employability 

events such as Whiteboard Interview practicums.

Careers Support

Our award-winning Careers and Employability Service offers ongoing support for 
planning your career throughout your time at NCI and beyond.

The NCI Careers centre works proactively with employers to promote the skills  
and attributes of students and graduates of NCI academic courses.

Every year we welcome employers on campus to participate in presentations, 
employability initiatives and careers fairs.

Nearby recruiters
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Qadirah Chan Latif 
MSc in Data Analytics 
Malaysia 
Now working  in Facebook

NCI gave me the opportunity to 
revise my resume from the old 
one to a better one. Now I am 
working in Facebook as a Data 
Analyst. I chose NCI because it 
has a great reputation in Cloud 
Computing and Data Analytics.

I like the proximity of everything. 
The transportation is much 
more convenient and also the 
people are really friendly. 

My favourite thing on the 
programme is the experienced 
lecturers. They teach you 
what needs to be done in 
understanding data and deep 
diving into data analytics as a 
topic. 
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Accommodation

At NCI, we understand that suitable student 
accommodation plays an important part 
in building a solid foundation for academic 
success.

NCI students benefit from the advantages that come from 

choosing to study in a capital city which offers a wide range  

of accommodation options, from on campus, to host families,  

to shared apartments. While finding the right place to live can 

be difficult and there is much competition, we offer a range  

of guides that will help you along the way.

The college recommends that students adopt the REPAC 

approach to identifying an accommodation option to suit 

their individual needs and support a positive educational 

experience.

Research all accommodation options 

Establish your budget

Patience will be required before finding your accommodation

Avoid extended temporary accommodation

Caution must be shown to avoid costly mistakes 

Students unfamiliar with Dublin are encouraged to consider 

living in short term accommodation, such as a hostel or host 

families, when they first arrive in Dublin. This will provide new 

students with the opportunity to become better acquainted 

with the city, settle into their academic program and make new 

friends, without having to worry about the challenges of the 

private rental market. Visit our downloads section of the website 

to find some of our useful accommodation guides.
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Students should budget carefully for living 

expenses. Factors that affect your budget include 

your accommodation preferences, lifestyle, 

transport and entertainment allowances. 

Tuition fees

International students are required to pay 

international student tuition fees, which cover 

the cost of teaching and many student support 

services. The indicative annual tuition fee is quoted 

in this prospectus on each of the course pages 

starting on page 42.

NCI can guarantee that students will pay the same 

annual tuition fee throughout each year of study  

on a multiple year course.

To ensure small class sizes, places are strictly 

limited and offered on a first come, first served 

basis. Places on each course are only guaranteed 

as and when a student has paid full tuition fees. 

Where a student is being sponsored by State 

agency or company, they must ensure that all 

relevant documentation is signed by the sponsor. 

Scholarships

A wide range of scholarships will be available 

for students who wish to study at NCI. More 

information on available scholarships, the 

application process, eligibility criteria and  

important deadlines is available by visiting  

www.ncirl.ie/international 

As these details are subject to change, interested 

students are encouraged to check the websites 

from time to time. You must have an offer of a place 

on a course before you can be considered for a 

scholarship. 

For more details on all active and available 

scholarships, please visit our website -  

www.ncirl.ie/international

Refund policy

All applicants must read the college’s policy on 

refunds, which is available on our website, before 

accepting an offer of admission. The policy 

complies with all Irish Government requirements 

and best practice. 

Money Matters

International applicants need to consider a range of financial issues, including the 
cost of living, health insurance and tuition fees, before applying to the University. 
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Planning a budget

In order to estimate what your approximate total 

cost of living in Dublin will be, the first thing you 

should do is make a budget. Allocate money for 

essentials like rent and food first. Then think about 

expected costs for local transport (particularly 

if you choose to live off campus), social and 

entertainment allowance, books and other 

learning materials, clothes, mobile phone etc. 

You should also consider any one off expenses 

at the start of the academic year, for example the 

registration cost with immigration and items for 

your accommodation such as a duvet and cooking 

materials (if not provided).   

Health and medical

As an international student, you must have health 

insurance before getting your visa. If you do not 

require a visa you must have health insurance 

before travelling to Ireland. You can purchase 

medical insurance for between €120 and €170 

with NCI’s chosen provider, Study and Protect 

Insurance. This insurance covers you for many 

medical expenses that you may incur while staying 

in Ireland, along with up to 14 days in Europe.  

Find out more information: www.studyandprotect.

com/student-medical

Students with families

Student visas are only available for the student 

themselves. This does not allow spouses, children 

or other family members to stay in Ireland during 

your studies. 

Part-time work

Many international students hope to obtain part-

time work to supplement funds for living costs. 

Students are allowed to work up to 20 hours per 

week during the academic year and up to 40 hours 

per week during Christmas and Summer holidays. 

Students should also be aware that the workload 

for many courses is intense and so you may not 

have the time to undertake employment as well as 

study  full-time. Please consider this when thinking 

about how you will finance your studies. 

Living costs

There are many choices and preferences that 

will affect what you will spend during your time 

studying at NCI. The largest expense you will 

incur will be your accommodation, where you can 

choose to live on campus, share with someone 

else or live alone. 

As a guide, most Undergraduate students will 

spend between €9,000 and €12,000 for a 40 week 

academic year. This includes rent, food, travel and 

other lifestyle expenses. 

Masters students, who study for a full 12 months, 

will usually spend between €10,000 and €15,000.
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Our masters courses require students to have a 

bachelors degree (or international equivalent) from 

a recognised institution at the same standard as an 

Irish university’s lower second class honours (2:2) 

degree classification. Some courses, or scholarship 

opportunities, may require an equivalent to a upper 

second class honours (2:1) degree classification.  

Please see course pages within this brochure 

for additional information,including cognate 

requirements. 

This section lists the typical minimum entry 

requirements for 2:1 and 2:2 equivalents for a 

selection of countries. These are approximate 

guidelines and will vary for some institutions in 

these countries, depending on their academic 

reputation, grading system and the course 

duration. 

We may not accept degrees from certain 

institutions due to differing standards of 

assessment and accreditation. The information is 

provided as a brief guideline only. Please see our 

country information webpages for more detailed 

guidance before you apply, or if you have a degree 

from a country or grading system not listed here. 

You are also very welcome to contact us for 

guidance.

International Entry 
Requirements
Students from more than 70 countries study at our campus and we accept degree 
qualifications from thousands of universities around the world. This page provides 
guidance on our minimum entry requirements for some of the countries where many 
of our international students come from. If your country isn’t listed please check our 
website – www.ncirl.ie/international. 

Academic entry requirements

Country Irish 2:2 Equivalent Irish 2:1 Equivalent

China 75% 80%

India 55% 60%

Malaysia 2:2 2:1

Nigeria 2:2 2:1

South Africa 2:2 2:1

Thailand GPA 2.8 GPA 3.2

Vietnam 7.0 7.5

If your country is not listed here, or you require more detailed information on entry requirements, please visit 

www.ncirl.ie/International/Your-Country
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The standard IELTS English language requirement 

for School of Business Postgraduate courses is 6.5 

overall. 

Students should also check the country pages 

on our website, to see if there are specific 

requirements or arrangements for your own 

country. 

Some courses may require a higher English 

language level, please check the course details 

within this prospectus for exact requirements.

We gladly accept a range of alternatives to IELTS, 

which you will find in the table below. 

NCI’s Centre for Research in Learning & Teaching 

(CRILT) provides quality academic English and 

study skills preparation and support during your 

studies. 

We have developed a range of intensive English 

language courses for students who meet our 

academic entry requirements but not our English 

language levels. 

 

On these courses, students are assessed 

continuously with no need to take IELTS or another 

external English test at the end of the course. If you 

reach the required level on the pathway course, you 

can progress directly onto your academic course of 

choice.

For more details, please contact one of our agent 

representatives in your country or check NCI’s 

International website pages at www.ncirl.ie/

international

English Language 
Requirements

English Language  
Pathway

IELTS equivalents

IELTS 4.5 5.0 5.5 6.0 6.5

TOEFL Computer 150 173 196 213 232

TOEFL Paper-Based 475 500 525 550 575

TOEFL Internet-Based 53 64 70 78 86

PTE Academic 29 35 42 50 58

Cambridge European Framework B B1 B2 B2 C1

Cambridge Exams PET FCE FCE FCE CAE + CPE

Irish Leaving Certificate Ordinary “D” Ordinary “D” Ordinary “D” Ordinary “D” Ordinary “C”

UK GCSE Pass Pass Pass Pass n/a
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School of Business 
Postgraduate Courses

C
o

n
te

n
ts Master of Science in Management 42

Master of Science in International Business  44

Master of Science in Entrepreneurship  46

Master of Science in Finance  48

Master of Arts in Human Resource Management 50

Master of Science in Marketing  52

All core and elective modules are 

indicative and may change from 

year to year. Electives are subject  

to class size and demand. All 

courses are subject to minimum 

and maximum capacities. 
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Master of Science  
in Management

About the course

The MSc in Management has 
been developed to satisfy the 
demand for courses which 
combine a strong theoretical 
foundation with a firm focus 
on practical application. You 
will be exposed to the most 
current schools of thought in 
disciplines such as international 
business, finance, marketing, 
entrepreneurship and strategy. 
The course also provides a 
series of elective modules for 
students to explore other areas 
of interest or to emphasise their 
development on a specific area 
of their choice. Development 
of effective managerial skills, 
which include analytical problem 
solving, decision-making, effective 
communication and leadership, 
are encouraged throughout the 
course. Such skills provide strong 
tools which can be applied in 
real day-to-day management 
situations and serve graduates 
to aim at higher management 
positions within the organisation. 
Block teaching is used to provide 

the opportunity for more in-depth 
development of knowledge within 
modules. An applied approach 
to teaching is used within the 
course with lectures interspersed 
with exercises, use of case study 
analysis, group activities in class, 
debate on contemporary issues as 

well as independent learning. 

Who is this course for?

The course is aimed at anyone 
following a career path which 
requires them to step into middle 
to top management positions. 
Additionally, the course can 
provide a transition stage for 
graduates from other disciplines 
(for example IT, Engineering, 
Humanities) who wish to move 
into the management arena either 
as practitioners, researchers or 
consultants.

Future prospects

The course will allow successful 
graduates to begin or advance 
their journey into middle to 
top management positions in 
any industry. In many cases, 
students who come from a 
non-business background have 
successfully used this course to 
add the required management 
skills to advance their career 
within their chosen field. Recent 
graduates have secured roles 
with companies such as the Mater 
University Hospital, EY and State 
Street.

This programme will allow transfer 
to research degrees and in some 
cases progression to taught 
doctoral programmes for those 
wishing to continue their studies.

Entry Requirements 
Applicants will hold a 
qualification equivalent  
to an Irish Level 8 Honours 
degree (minimum 2:2) in  
any discipline.  
IELTS Requirement - 6.5

Propel your future prospects with this internationally recognised course, designed to 
provide you with the building blocks for a successful career in any industry.

Course duration – 12 months (September),  
20 months (January)

Intakes – September and January

Fees – International  
€14,500, EU €7,900

Nationalities - 6
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Course structure

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 3

Managing the Organisation Dissertation ( Part 1 of 2 )

Dissertation  
(Part 2 of 2 )

 

Financial Management International Business

Marketing Management Economics for Management

Research Methods (Part 1 of 2 ) Strategy for Decision Making

Strategic Management of Human Capital Research Methods ( Part 2 of 2 )

Commercial Law
Strategic ICT & eBusiness 
Implementation

Corporate Governance Business Ethics & CSR Global Value Chain Management

Contemporary Issues in Global Finance
Management of Innovation & 
Technology

Entrepreneurship Doing Business on the Cloud

Services Marketing Strategic Project Management

 Employment Law  

Indraneel Sunil Armani MSc in Management, India

“NCI offered me a great programme, with really interesting modules which give you a good 

understanding of all parts of business. The faculty are very experienced, most have PhD’s  

and tremendous experience in industry.”

compulsory module      elective module
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Master of Science in 
International Business

About the course

The MSc in International Business 
has been specifically designed 
for those wishing to gain deeper 
knowledge of the international 
business environment as 
both employees or as owner/
managers of businesses operating 
internationally. The requirement 
for managers to think globally but 
act locally is vital to success. An 
understanding of the international 
environment in which 
organisations are now situated 
cannot be overemphasised.  

Who is this course for?

The course is aimed at anyone 
following a career path which 
requires them to step into middle 
to top management positions in an 
internationally focused business 
environment. Additionally, the 
course can provide a transition 
stage for graduates from other 
disciplines who wish to move into 
the management arena either 
as practitioners, researchers or 
consultants.

Future prospects

Career opportunities for 
international business 
graduates are vast. Multinational 
organisations particularly favour 
employees who have the ability 
to work confidently across, 
and within, a range of different 
markets. The range of disciplines 
that you will cover in this course 
can provide you with a career path 
into areas such as management, 
marketing, consultancy, finance, 
business administration, strategy, 
innovation technology or project 
management. 

Entry Requirements 
Applicants will hold a 
qualification equivalent  
to an Irish Level 8 Honours 
degree (minimum 2:2) in  
any discipline.  
IELTS Requirement - 6.5

Become a future business leader with this diverse course which will provide you with 
the knowledge and experience you need to start your career anywhere in the world. 

Course duration – 12 months (September),  
20 months (January)

Intakes – September and January

Fees – International €14,500,  
EU €7,900

Nationalities - 9

Funding & scholarships – see page 34How to apply – see page 54
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Course structure 

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 3

Managing the Organisation
Contemporary Issues in Global 
Finance

Dissertation  

 

Corporate Governance Business  
Ethics and CSR

Economics for Management

Research Methods Strategy for Decision Making

MNEs and the Global Business Environment Dissertation

Marketing in the Global Environment Research Methods

Services Marketing Strategic Project Management

Marketing Management
Management of Innovation and 
Technology

Strategic Management of Human Capital Global Value Chain Management

Employment Law Doing Business on the Cloud

Commercial Law

  

Nadja Faris MSc in International Business, Malaysia

“Doing NCI’s Masters in International Business allowed me to study marketing, management, 

human resources, finance and economics. Being in a class with people from many other 

nationalities allowed me to explore so many parts of business.“

compulsory module      elective module
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Master of Science in 
Entrepreneurship

About the course

The MSc in Entrepreneurship will 
provide you with a critical insight 
into entrepreneurship through a 
deep exploration of the stages 
of creativity, innovation and 
enterprise. Moreover the course 
will provide an insight into the 
culture of the entrepreneurial firm 
and the culture of the individuals 
who build and create such 
enterprises.

The course will allow you 
to develop an advanced 
understanding of the 
management function across 
a broad range of business 
disciplines including enterprise, 
innovation management, 
technology, strategy, finance and 
law, providing you with the ability 
to analyse and critically evaluate 
management theory and practice. 

Ireland is consistently voted one 
of the best countries in the world 
to start and build your business. 
Entrepreneurs are inspired by the 

innovation and creation evident 
in all aspects of Irish business, 
society and culture and are 
encouraged by flexible working 
spaces, methods and practices 

that Ireland has to offer. 

Who is this course for?

This course is aimed at 
individuals seeking to develop 
an entrepreneurial mindset with a 
view to starting their own business 
or nurturing this approach 
within an existing organisational 
structure. Additionally, the 
course can provide a transition 
stage for graduates from other 
disciplines who wish to move into 
the management arena either 
as practitioners, researchers or 
consultants.

Future prospects

The MSc in Entrepreneurship will 
help you to develop business 
skills that are essential in a wide 
range of different organisations, 
as well as preparing you for the 
possibility of one day starting 
your own business. Graduates 
of the course typically pursue 
a range of careers, including 
innovation management, policy 
and business development roles 
within the private sector and with 
government agencies supporting 
innovation, and founding their 
own business ventures.

Entry Requirements 
Applicants will hold a 
qualification equivalent  
to an Irish Level 8 Honours 
degree (minimum 2:2) in  
any discipline.  
IELTS Requirement - 6.5

A critical insight into entrepreneurship through a deep exploration of the stages  
of creativity, innovation and enterprise. 

Course duration – 12 months 

Intakes – September

Fees – International €14,500,  
EU €7,900

46

Funding & scholarships – see page 34How to apply – see page 54



Course structure 

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 3

Research Methods Dissertation

Dissertation 

Strategic Marketing Management Management of Innovation and Technology

Enterprise Management Enterprise Simulation Game

Strategy for Decision Making Research Methods

Commercial Law Employment Law

Managing the Organisation Managing People

Strategic ICT and eBusiness Implementation

International Finance

International Business

Global Value Chain Management

Doing Business on the Cloud

 Strategic Project Management  

Corporate Governance Business Ethics and CSR

Ireland ranks 3rd 
highest in Europe 

for intrapreneurs -  

1 in 13 employees are 

active as intrapreneurs, 

involved in developing 

or launching new  

goods or services for 

their employer  

(Global Entrepreneurship 
Monitor Report, 2016)

In 2014, the Irish 

Government launched 

a National Policy 
Statement on 

Entrepreneurship 

in Ireland – the first 

time a Government 

has published a 

comprehensive 

national strategy for 

entrepreneurship. 

compulsory module      elective module

35,000 new business 

owners in Ireland in 

2016 – 4 out of 10 were 

born outside of Ireland 

(Global Entrepreneurship 
Monitor Report, 2016)

Women in Ireland  

rank 7th highest 
in Europe for 

entrepreneurship 

(Global Entrepreneurship 
Monitor Report, 2016)
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Master of Science  
in Finance

About the course

The MSc in Finance has been 
designed in consultation with 
industry to provide candidates 
with the advanced analytical, 
statistical and financial skills 
for decision making within the 
modern and dynamic financial 
services sector. Graduates will be 
accomplished in the application 
of advanced quantitative tools 
and financial models and 
techniques within a range of 
business and financial settings. In 
particular, the course will provide 
graduates with the techniques 
and applied knowledge necessary 
to select, analyse and utilise 
advanced financial concepts 
within the setting of investment 
management and capital markets. 
The learning environment for the 
course is practical and applied 

in nature and on completion 
graduates will be able to think 
independently, make informed 
and effective decisions and 
proactively troubleshoot financial 
and technical business problems. 
Graduates from the MSc in 
Finance will be able to apply 
advanced research skills and 
critically evaluate seminal, as 
well as contemporary literature, 
paradigms and concepts which 
underpin the operation of 
international capital markets and 
the investment management 
process. 

Who is this course for?

The course is for those wishing to 
embark on a career in investment 
management or individuals in all 
areas of financial management 
who wish to progress their career.

Future prospects

Ireland’s MSc graduates seem 
eminently employable. Graduates 
are employed in roles including:  
financial analysis, capital markets, 
equities, restructuring & forensic 
analysis, investment analysis, 
research analysis, and accounting. 

Entry Requirements 
Applicants will hold a 
qualification equivalent to an 
Irish Level 8 Honours degree 
(minimum 2:2) in Finance, 
Accounting, Economics or 
another cognate subject. 

IELTS requirement - 6.5 
Please see pages 37/38 
for more details on entry 
requirements. 

This course will equip you with the latest knowledge and skill set needed for a 
successful career within the finance sector.  You will get to study surrounded by 
companies such as KPMG, PWC, Citi and the Irish Central Bank.

Course duration – 12 months 

Intakes – September

Fees – International €14,500,  
EU €8,950

Nationalities - 4
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Course structure 

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 3

Economics Portfolio Management 
Ethics and 
Governance

Quantitative Methods in Finance Derivatives and Risk Management
Financial 
Regulation

Financial Statement Analysis Applied Security Analysis
Capstone  
Seminar Series

Asset Valuation Quantitative Analysis in Finance Strategic 
Management 
and the Global 
EnvironmentCorporate Finance

  Financial and 
Quantitative 
Modelling

Dissertation

Kanika Sharma MSc in Finance, India

“The course was really intense and industry orientated. Before I joined, I had researched that the 

number of students that get hired after completing the MSc in Finance at NCI was really high. 

Because of Brexit, there are so many more opportunities in Dublin now. ”

compulsory module      elective module
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Master of Arts in Human 
Resource Management

About the course

This intensive course has been 
developed in consultation with  
the Chartered Institute of 
Personnel and Development 
(CIPD). The programme 
aims to develop an in-depth 
understanding of the core 
disciplines in the area of human 
resources (HR). It recognises 
that HR must operate in 
challenging and dynamic 
business environments that are 
constantly changing and seeks 
to enable students to deliver 
effective business solutions that 
optimise the people resources 
of their organisation. Combined 
with a practitioner recognised 
qualification in the area of HRM, 
namely CIPD, this course is 
geared towards people wishing 
to continue or progress in their 
professional development in HR 
or wider roles in the organisation. 
Block teaching is used to provide 
the opportunity for more in-depth 
development of knowledge within 
modules. An applied approach 

to teaching is used within 
the programme with lectures 
interspersed with exercises, use 
of case study analysis, group 
activities in class, debate on 
contemporary issues as well as 

independent learning. 

Who is this course for?

This course is aimed primarily at 
individuals seeking an academic 
qualification at postgraduate level 
while also wishing to advance 
their career to assume positions at 
a senior management level with a 
specific focus on human resource 
management.

Future prospects

This course produces graduates 
who are ready to succeed in 
senior human resource positions. 
Graduates will work in various 
roles including: Compensation 
and benefits managers, Training 
and development specialists, 
Employment, recruitment and 
placement specialists, Human 
resources information system 
(HRIS) analysts, Employee 
assistance plan managers.

This programme will allow transfer 
to research degrees and in some 
cases progression to taught 
doctoral programmes for those 
wishing to continue their studies. 

Entry Requirements 
Applicants will hold a 
qualification equivalent  
to an Irish Level 8 Honours 
degree (minimum 2:2) in  
any discipline.  
IELTS Requirement - 6.5

Take your career in HR management to the next level with our MA in Human Resource 
Management, developed in consultation with the Chartered Institute of Personnel and 
Development (CIPD).

Course duration – 12 months (September),  
20 months (January)

Intakes – September and January

Fees – International  
€14,500, EU €7,900

Nationalities - 9

Recent recruiters include Central Bank of Ireland, Hays, KPMG, Volkswagen Group

How to apply – see page 54 Funding & scholarships – see page 34
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Course structure 

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 3

People Resourcing Leading and Managing

Dissertation  
(Part 2 of 2 )

 

Employment Law Mediation and Conflict Management

Talent Development International HRM

HRM in a Strategic Business Context Dissertation ( Part 1 of 2 )

Research Methods ( Part 1 of 2 ) Employee Relations

Research Methods ( Part 2 of 2 )

Flor da Tila Gordillo Tepate MA in Human Resources Management, Mexico

People in Dublin are very friendly and nice. It’s a very safe place, multi-cultural and has a great 

atmosphere. I chose NCI because I liked their history in Human Resources, the programme is 

very well designed and closely linked with CIPD.

compulsory module
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Master of Science  
in Marketing

About the course

The MSc in Marketing is 
comprised of preeminent 
marketing related disciplines 
such as: integrated marketing 
communications, brand 
management, postmodern 
marketing and digital marketing 
strategy and thus caters for 
multinational organisations, 
indigenous SME initiatives and 
entrepreneurial enterprises.

The ethos of this course works in 
tandem with industry, ensuring 
that graduates are competent, well 
versed marketers, possessing the 
latest comprehensive knowledge 
and application skills necessary 
to develop and drive successful 
commercial (and non-commercial) 
enterprises which will propel their 
candidacy, as well as, the present 
Irish economy. The programme 
offers students’ real insight and 
skills as to how to plan and 
execute marketing campaigns and 
strategies in actual organisations, 
enabling our graduates to enter 
management roles hitting the 
ground running.

Block teaching is used to provide 
the opportunity for more in-depth 
development of knowledge within 
modules. An applied approach 
to teaching is used within 
the programme with lectures 
interspersed with exercises, use 
of case study analysis, group 
activities in class, debate on 
contemporary issues as well as 

independent learning. 

Who is this course for?

The MSc in Marketing has been 
specifically designed with the 
needs of current and future 
marketing professionals and 
managers in mind. It is particularly 
aimed at graduates who have 
acquired specific marketing 
knowledge during their Bachelor 
degree studies. 

Future prospects

Of our 2016 graduates from the 
MSc in Marketing, 100% were 
in employment within 6 months 
of graduating. Whether you are 
looking for a way to take the next 
step in your existing marketing 
career, wishing to change 
your career path and move 
into marketing management 
from another field, or working 
toward launching your own 
entrepreneurial venture, this 
programme will provide the 
intellectual and practical skills to 
enable you to drive your career 
forward. 

Entry Requirements 
Applicants will hold a 
qualification equivalent to an 
Irish Level 8 Honours degree 
(minimum 2:2) in marketing or 
a business subject with some 
marketing components. 

IELTS Requirement - 6.5

Please see pages 37/38 
for more detail on entry 
requirements. 

This course will equip you with a comprehensive understanding of key foundations of 
the marketing discipline as well as providing you with a detailed understanding of the 
contemporary marketplace.

Course duration – 12 months 

Intakes – September

Fees – International €14,500,  
EU €7,900

Nationalities - 5
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Course structure

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 3

The Contemporary Consumer
Integrated Marketing Communications  
in Digital Age

Dissertation  

 
 

Marketing in the 21st Century Marketing Accountability

Digital Marketing Strategy Brand Management

Marketing Metrics and Accountability Services Marketing

Business Research Methods Market Research

Marketing Insights and Customer 
Relationship Marketing

Innovation and Creativity

Strategic Project Management Brand Management

Strategic Social Media Marketing and 
Public Relations

Strategic Social Media Marketing and Public 
Relations

Research Methods Customer Relationship Management

Strategic Project Management

Management of Innovation and Technology

The Social Conscience of the Consumer

Postmodern Marketing

Selling to the modern customer

Business Research Methods

Research Methods

Mei Lin Chuah MSc in Marketing, Malaysia

“The Masters in Marketing helped me gain more knowledge, and hopefully get a job in 

advertising and promotion. The experience is very good and coming from a different culture, 

you will find at the end of the course that you have grown as a person.”

compulsory module      
elective module
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1 Research & choose  
    your course

The college’s prospectus has listings, starting on 

page 42. You will find more detailed information, 

including descriptions of modules, on our 

webpages – www.ncirl.ie/international 

2 Check entry requirements

Entry requirements vary depending on the course 

and are detailed on each course page within this 

prospectus.

International and EU students

We accept a wide range of qualifications from 

universities around the world. For guidance on  

our international requirements see page 37 or  

visit www.ncirl.ie/international. 

IELTS English language requirements are listed 

next to each course, starting on page 42. We 

also accept a variety of other English language 

qualifications. Find out more on page 38 or at  

www.ncirl.ie/international.

3 Check key dates  
    and deadlines

EU students

We usually do not accept applications after the  

end of August for September intakes and the end 

of November for January intakes. You are advised 

to apply as soon as possible as places are very 

limited due to small class sizes and courses may  

fill quickly.

International students

International students are advised to submit 

applications as early as possible to ensure you 

have enough time to complete the application 

process and apply for your visa, if required. 

Students should check our website for final 

applications deadlines for each intake, but as a 

guide if you come from a country requiring an entry 

visa to Ireland, the deadline is about 12 weeks 

before the course starts. Please ensure you check 

the visa processing timings for your country and 

allocate sufficient time for this. If you do not require 

an entry visa, then the deadline is four weeks prior 

to the start date.

It is important to remember that if you are applying 

close to a deadline, we usually only accept full and 

complete applications which demonstrate that you 

have met both the academic and English language 

requirements of the course. Also, you should begin 

your visa application at the same time to avoid 

disappointment. 

How to Apply

This step-by-step guide takes you through the application process for our taught 
courses. Our aim is to make the application process as simple and efficient as 
possible. We strongly encourage all applicants to avail of the support of one of our 
many overseas agent representatives, who can provide you with independent 
advice and assistance on both your NCI and visa applications. 

54



4 Submit an application

We have a wide selection of education agent 

representatives around the world, who are best 

placed to help you through the application process, 

securing your place and applying for your visa .

You can apply to NCI either through one of our 

agents or online. This ensures that your application 

is not delayed or lost in email. You will receive an 

automatic acknowledgement of your application 

when submitted and will receive regular updates  

on its progress. 

For all applications, we require the following:

> Copy of your academic transcripts and 

certificates, both in original language and an 

English version translated by a certified translator. 

> Copy of your English language test results

> Copy of your passport

> Copy of your CV/resume

Each application is reviewed individually by our 

admissions team and in some cases by the Course 

Director. They may look for additional information; 

such as details on your work experience or more 

information on previous academic experience. 

5 Apply for scholarships

Each student is automatically assessed for a range 

of scholarships. We will notify you by email as to 

whether you have been awarded a scholarship and 

the next steps to accept the scholarship offer.

For high performing students, we also offer a small 

number of prestigious scholarships. Students 

already in receipt of an existing scholarship and 

who have strong academic results, may choose to 

apply for one of our prestigious scholarships. Details 

of all scholarships and terms and conditions can be 

found on our webpages. 
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1
HOUR

How to find us
Situated at the heart of Dublin’s transport hub with excellent air, road, rail and sea 
connections, NCI is easily accessible to all.

By Air 

Dublin is highly accessible for students travelling 

from Asia, America, the Middle East and beyond. 

Dublin Airport is just 15-20 minutes from NCI via 

the Port Tunnel, and serves 41 airlines and over 

180 routes – including direct flights to many major 

European cities, Beijing, Hong Kong and several 

flights daily to the Middle East which act as a hub 

to most countries worldwide. 

NCI offers a complimentary airport pick up service 

to all new international students. The Airlink 

airport shuttle bus also stops directly outside the 

Convention Centre Dublin, which is just a two minute 

walk from our campus. Taxi and bus services are also 

easily available.

Rail and DART 

NCI is less than 10 minutes (by the Luas Red Line) 

from Dublin’s two main railway stations, Connolly 

and Heuston. Operated by Irish Rail, these stations 

serve all the major towns and cities in Ireland.  

The DART (Dublin Area Rapid Transit) rail network 

runs along the coast of Dublin, from Malahide 

and Howth, to Bray and Graystones, providing 

transport from the city centre to suburban areas. 

Connolly, Pearse Street and Tara Street DART 

stations are all located about 10 minutes’ walk 

from our campus. 
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By sea

Frequent ferry services to the UK and mainland 

Europe for both passengers and freight are within 

easy reach of NCI. Dublin Port is just minutes away, 

while Dun Laoghaire harbour is within a 15 minute 

train journey.

Tram (Luas) 

The Luas Red Line (Dublin’s light tram network) 

runs directly in front of NCI, conveniently linking to 

downtown Dublin and to Connolly and Heuston 

rail stations. For NCI, take the Red Line towards 

The Point and exit at the National College of 

Ireland stop. Dublin Bus offers a high frequency, 

easy-to-use and accessible service across all 

of the city centre and surrounding areas. These 

services include city bus services, Airlink, Nitelink 

and DART feeder buses. Exact change, weekly 

tickets or top up Leapcards must be used. 

By bike 

Dublinbikes are the perfect way to get around 

the city whilst minimising your effect on the 

local environment. There are currently over 90 

dublinbike stations distributed throughout the 

city centre, and the scheme is expanding to over 

100. Located in close proximity to each other, 

every station has a minimum of 15 stands in place. 

The following four stations are all located in the 

Docklands area, and within close proximity to NCI. 

> Linear Park – two minutes’ walk from our 

campus

> North Wall Quay - directly across from the front 

of the nearby convention centre 

> Custom House Quay - Northside beside the 

Sean O’Casey Bridge 

> Pearse Street - Southside near Pearse Street 

Train Station

41 180
airlines fly  
to Dublin

Free airport 
collection for  
all NCI students

destinations  
from around  
the world
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Alumni - Alumni are graduates and former students.

Bachelor degrees (BA, BSc) - These are first degrees 
which usually last for three or four years. Bachelor 
degrees can also be studied part-time over a longer 
period, although this is not an option for international 
students due to the visa requirements. 

Credits - Each module has an ECTS credit value. This 
is a standardised way of representing the amount of 
student effort, the achievement of learning outcomes 
and educational activity associated with a module. 
The ECTS, European Credit Transfer System, was 
developed to facilitate educational mobility for 
students and inter-institutional cooperation amongst 
higher education institutions within the European 
Union.

NCI utilises the ECTS credit system, with a strong 
emphasis on student effort and the achievement of 
learning outcomes as a mechanism for determining 
the award of credit. The volume of hours associated 
with ECTS can vary, recognising that students learn at 
different speeds, and the key indicator for the award 
of credit is the achievement of learning outcomes 
(and not just an accumulation of hours). Therefore, 
a standard 5-credit NCI module represents 100-150 
hours of student effort.

Deferred entry/gap year - The college will usually 
accept candidates for deferred entry, whereby you 
apply to NCI in the normal way but for entry in the 
following academic year. Offers made for future 
academic years are always subject to courses being 
available. 

EU/EEA students - An EU student is typically a 
student who is a European Union national (or child of 
an EU national) and who has lived in the EU, EEA or 
Switzerland for at least three years out of the last five 
for purposes other than study. 

Fresher(s) - A fresher is a student who has just started 
studying at college. Technically, the term applies for 
the whole of your first year but you are only likely to 
hear it used during the first few weeks.

Full-time - Registered full-time students usually take 
three or four years to complete an undergraduate 
degree course or one year to complete a postgraduate 
course, and follow the semester-based teaching 
pattern of the college.

International Baccalaureate - The International 
Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) is an internationally 
recognised qualification. At NCI, we will make IB 
students an offer equivalent to that made to Irish 
Leaving Certificate students.

International students - This term usually refers to 
students classified as ‘overseas’ for fee purposes. In 
some cases, these students will be in the Ireland but 
their permanent area of residency will be outside the 
EU/EEA. Dedicated facilities are provided through the 
International Office for all non-EU/EEA students.

Lectures - Lectures usually last an hour and are a 
useful way for staff to deliver information to a large 
number of people.

Mature student - You will be classed as a mature 
student if you are aged over 23 when you enter 
university as an undergraduate. 

Modular courses - Our degree courses have a 
modular structure. A module is a self-contained unit 
of study which usually lasts one semester and is 
assessed individually on completion. Degree courses 
have a certain number of core(compulsory) modules 
and a choice of optional modules.

Part-time - Part-time students can take a maximum 
of seven years to complete some first degrees, 
following an approved course of study, usually 
studying alongside full-time students. Part-time study 
is not available to international students due to the 
conditions of their student visa. 

Postgraduate - This describes a programme of 
study or research usually taken after completing an 
undergraduate degree.

RPEL - NCI operates a scheme which grants formal 
recognition of knowledge or experience that has 
been gained from work, life or previous study. Credit 
for Prior Experiential Learning is intended for mature 
students who may or may not have had structured 
formal education but who have learned from their 
involvement in employment, community activities, 
home duties, sport etc. This learning when evaluated 
might entitle them to credits or exemptions from a 
course of study. 

Semester - NCI still has a three-term structure.
Under graduate programmes follow a two semester 
academic year. Most postgraduate programmes take 
place over three semester in a year, although some 
do not study during the summer semester. These are 
self-contained periods of teaching and assessment of 
around 10 to 16 weeks.

Tutorials - Students are assigned to tutorial groups 
at the beginning of the academic year. Tutorials give 
students the opportunity to discuss work assignments 
and academic progress in small groups. 

Undergraduate student - Someone who is 
studying for, but has not yet completed, a bachelor or 
undergraduate masters degree. 

Glossary
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Contact Us 

National College of Ireland

Mayor Street 

IFSC 

Dublin 1 

Ireland

Tel: 00353 1 4498500

Email: international@ncirl.ie

www.ncirl.ie/international

Follow us!
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Prospectus information 

This prospectus has been drafted approximately two years in advance of the academic year to which it applies.  
While every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this prospectus is fair and accurate 
at the time of going to press, changes are likely to occur given the interval between drafting/publication and 
commencement of the course. Financial information may also be subject to change. It is therefore very important  
that you check our website for any updates before you apply for the course by visiting www.ncirl.ie/international. 
Where there is a difference between the contents of this prospectus and our website, the contents of the website  
take precedence and represent the basis on which we intend to deliver our educational services to you.

Any offer of a place to study at the college is subject to terms and conditions which can found online. You are  
advised to read these before making an application. The terms and conditions set out when, for example, we  
might make changes to your chosen course, to the fees payable or to student regulations with which all students  
are required to comply. It is therefore important you read and take note of them.

Any complaints concerning the fairness or accuracy of this prospectus should be addressed in writing to the 
Registrar, who will investigate the matter and reply within a reasonable period of time.

Funding & scholarships – see page xx


